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The Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee and other Wilbraham officials are working on ways to limit the number of vehicles 


blocking the roadway while allowing access to the town-owned land. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


Parking, signage high on priorities 


for Highmoor Drive 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM ~— With the 
scarce rays of sunshine so far 
this spring limiting outdoor 
recreational opportunities, days 
like this past weekend tend to 
draw the masses from their 
homes. Add to the mix a global 
pandemic that limits socializa- 
tion and even the remotest of lo- 
cations are becoming crowded 
with hungry hikers. 

In Wilbraham, folks are ex- 
ploring open spaces like seem- 
ingly never before, familiarizing 
themselves with the expanses of 
nature that thrives in their own 
backyard. Unfortunately, activi- 
ty is heaviest at the Rice Nature 
Preserve and along the quiet 


neighborhood of Highmoor 
Drive, where the only public ac- 
cess sits. 

“We know this is an unusual 
situation given the coronavirus,’ 
Highmoor resident Ellen Bem- 
ben told the selectmen during 
their April 27 meeting utiliz- 
ing online video conferencing 
software. “It’s just gotten over- 
whelming.” 

Bemben estimated that on 
the previous Sunday, roughly 50 
to 60 vehicles were on the street 
at one time, limiting the ability 
for children to ride their bikes 
and for adults to leave their 
homes for work. Most impor- 
tantly, she said, first responders 
would have trouble getting to 
any one of the residences with 
the amount of traffic lining 





Highmoor Drive on peak days. 
Tracey Plantier, a member 
of the town’s Open Space and 
Recreation Plan Committee and 
a Planning Board member, told 
the selectmen she visited the 
area on the preceding Saturday 
and didn’t find there to be many 
issues at that time. She said she 
put up cones and signs limiting 
parking within the cul-de-sac. 


‘No-Win Situation’ 

According to Plantier, from 
her observations, most hikers 
are trying to do the right thing 
by social distancing, arriving in 
separate cars. She said in one 
instance, there were four high 
school students in four separate 
cars. 

“Tt’s a very tough situation,” 


Post cancels 2020 parade 
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The VFW Post 9397 leads the parade procession along Main Street in Hampden last year as part of the 
annual Memorial Day Parade. Due to the novel coronavirus, the Post has canceled this year’s parade. 
TIMES FILE PHOTO / TYLER S. WITKOP 


Will hold a private 
remembrance 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — The novel 
coronavirus has claimed anoth- 


er casualty this spring as a result 
of efforts to flatten its spread lo- 
cally. A Hampden tradition, the 
annual Memorial Day Parade, 
coordinated by the VFW Post 
9397 has been canceled. 

Don Talbot, acting adju- 
tant, made the announcement 
through a letter May 4 on be- 


half of the Post and Command- 
er Heath Joseph, citing safety 
concerns for all residents and 
parade attendees. 

“Due to the ongoing pan- 
demic, the Hampden VFW Post 
9397 Memorial Day Parade 


Please see PARADE, page 12 


Wilbraham Police Chief Rob- 
ert Zollo told selectmen April 
27. “Both sides are 100 percent 
right.” 

Zollo said police have not 
had to tow anybody for violat- 
ing any laws. 

“The issue is the street’s a 
Street, it’s narrow, the land is ei- 
ther donated or purchased with 
taxpayer money, and folks live 
there and don’t want people to 
park in front of their houses,” 
Zollo said. “It’s a no-win situ- 
ation.” 

When she can, Plantier has 
been parking at the cul-de-sac, 
doing her best to re-educate vis- 
itors to Rice Nature Preserve 
about parking habits, as well as 


Please see PARKING, page 7 


Tourism 
takes a hit 
during 
pandemic 


Business leaders an- 
swer questions during 
Facebook Q&A 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


Across the country, business- 
es of all sizes are taking a hit as a 
result of restrictions to help limit 
the spread of infections caused 
by the novel coronavirus. Here in 
Western Massachusetts, among 
the hardest hit sectors is that of 
Tourism, Hospitality and Arts 
and Culture. 

To help spread the message 
and to encourage future business, 
two local leaders joined state 
Sen. Eric Lesser (D-Longmead- 
ow) of the first Hampden and 
Hampshire District, Senate chair 
of the Joint Committee on Eco- 
nomic Development and Emerg- 
ing Technologies, for a Facebook 
Live Q&A session Friday, May 
1. Joining Lesser were Mary Kay 
Wydra, president of the Greater 
Springfield Convention and Vis- 
itors Bureau, and John Doleva, 
president and CEO of the Na- 
ismith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame. 

“Every family and small busi- 
ness has felt pain from this cri- 
sis, but we know one sector that 
has been particularly hard hit is 
our vital tourism and hospitality 
industry, which is the third larg- 
est source of employment for 


Please see TOURISM, page 13 





Aerial defense... 


Wilbraham resident Elaine Holdsworth snapped this picture of three 
crows in pursuit of a hawk over her home May 3. She said the crows 
attacked and chased the predator for a period of about 10 minutes, 
until the hawk flew away. Are you wild for wildlife? Share your 
photos and tales with the editor at tyler@turley.com. TIMES PHOTO 
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NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


Committee to research CPA 
funding opportunity 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM - For eight years, a 
little known piece of legislation expanded 
the allowable use of Community Pres- 
ervation Act funds to assist folks with 
affordable housing needs. But with time 
running short in preparation for annual 
Town Meeting, officials intend to take a 
deeper look at the issue for next year. 

According to Stoughton Smead, 
chairman of the town’s Community Pres- 
ervation Committee, communities may 
support individuals eligible for affordable 
housing through assistance with rental 
payments. He told selectmen during their 
April 27 meeting utilizing video confer- 
encing software that he was made aware 
of the option through Selectmen Chair- 
man Susan Bunnell and was surprised it 
had gone unnoticed for so long. 

“T didn’t know about this portion over 
the 2012 modification to the law that 
introduced the possibility of rebuilding 
outdoor recreation facilities that had pre- 
viously been overlooked and I guess we 
hadn’t has a disaster of this magnitude to 
cause people to look carefully enough at 
this paragraph,’ Smead said. 

The paragraph, which Smead read, 
states: ‘Support of community housing 
shall include but not be limited to pro- 
grams that provide grants, loans, rental 
assistance, security deposits, interest rate 
write-downs or other forms of assistance 
directly to the individuals and families 


who are eligible for community housing 
or an entity that owns, operates or manag- 
es such housing for the purpose of mak- 
ing housing affordable.” 

While short and concise, Smead said 
there could be great consequences by at- 
tempting to rush to Town Meeting with 
limited understanding of how to imple- 
ment such funding locally. He said he 
would like to discuss the matter with 
the full Committee and the town’s legal 
counsel, with hopes of soliciting applica- 
tions in January 2021. 

Selectman Robert Boilard said he’s 
not a fan of Community Preservation Act 
funds to begin with and felt such assis- 
tance encroaches on programs already 
available through other sources. He said a 
program for seniors seemed like it would 
be more appetizing for residents, espe- 
cially as folks are facing higher taxes. 

“[’'m not for it now and I’m not for 
it later,’ Boilard said. “I'll be very vocal 
about this.” 

Smead noted the area of public hous- 
ing, especially with assistance to individ- 
uals, is “extremely legislated and regulat- 
ed.” He said he hoped not to rush and do 
potentially greater harm to those the town 
would be trying to help. 

“With the time from now and next 
January, we could develop a program 
with the assistance of Town Counsel, as 
well as whomever else you direct me to 
chat with regarding a housing agency ex- 


Please see GPA, page 4 


Personalized skilled nursing care 
Happy Mother's Day! 
Dennis Lopata, Executive Director 


413.596.3111 


- 2399 Boston Rd. 


of Wilbraham LifeCareCenterOfWilbraham.com 
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Town talks health nurse, budget 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -— With public health of- 
ficials stretched thin in their response to 
the novel coronavirus, one addition that 
could help the town in future crises is the 
hiring of its own public health nurse. 

That was the message delivered to 
the Board of Selectmen during its April 
27 meeting using Zoom. Lorri McCool, 
health agent, and Jane Budynkiewicz, 
health clerk, advocated for the position, 
stating the reporting requirements alone 
can be overwhelming for a small town 
department like Hampden. 

“This is something we should be 
looking at for the future because it’s 
something that I think would be better 
handled by our town and we could do a 
lot more with contact tracing and various 
things, and see how something like this 
[the COVID-19 pandemic] affects the 
town of Hampden,’ McCool said. 

According to McCool, the town cur- 
rently utilizes the services of the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission to handle 
the reporting requirements and various 
other tasks, sharing a grant-funded nurse 
with eight other communities in the Pi- 
oneer Valley at a cost to Hampden of 
roughly $4,000 a year. While McCool 
feels the nurse does a good job, she feels 
that there is more that could be done with 
a dedicated individual on staff. 

Selectman John D. Flynn asked 
whether hiring a dedicated nurse would 
affect the grant funding used to cover the 
services presently or offset the cost to the 
town should the selectmen choose to hire 
a dedicated nurse. Budynkiewicz said she 
didn’t believe such funds could be used 
for the town’s own nurse. 

McCool said she spoke with Wil- 
braham’s Public Health Nurse Jill Con- 
selino, and gathered some preliminary 
information regarding hours and salary. 
According to her discussions, Conselino 
normally works between three and five 
hours a week at a rate of about $32 an 
hour. McCool said that would be in the 
ballpark of what Hampden could expect. 

Selectmen made no decisions and 
McCool said she would continue to gath- 
er more information for further review. 

Later in the meeting, Budynkiewicz 
and McCool updated the selectmen on 
COVID-19 in town. Budyniewicz said, 
at the time of the meeting, there were 14 
cases in town. She noted those are not the 
active cases in town, just the total number 
of confirmed infections through testing. 

McCool added that some cases are 
confirmed clinically without ever taking 
a test. Those numbers, she said, do not 
show up in official counts in the state’s 
reporting system, MAVEN. 
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Budget 

In other news, selectmen and Town 
Accountant Cliff Bombard discussed the 
fiscal 2021 budget, which voters must ap- 
prove at Town Meeting, currently sched- 
uled for Monday, June 15. 

Flynn raised concerns that with resi- 
dents feeling the effects of lost income, 
the town is likely to see a reduction in 
collected fees and taxes, hampering 
Hampden’s budget flexibility in the com- 
ing fiscal year that starts July 1. 

“T think that’s where the Board is 
looking to meet with our other depart- 
ments and see how we can lean and mean 
going forward,” he said. 

Bombard said with a reduction in fees, 
like 14 percent interest on overdue taxes, 
the biggest impact in town will be to free 
cash. 

“T think we’re going to be OK, but 
what we may not have is the level of free 
cash — in fact [ll guarantee it — we’re not 
going to have the level of free cash that 
we've been used to,” Bombard said. He 
noted in the past, Hampden has used its 
free cash certifications to reduce the tax 
rate and capture other savings at special 
town meetings. 

A bigger issue for Bombard, however, 
is that with no end in sight to the social 
distancing requirements and closures to 
flatten the spread of the coronavirus, the 
town may not be able to hold its town 
meeting before June 30. He said it’s like- 
ly the town will conduct both its annual 
and special town meetings in the fall. 

“That’s the way I see it,” he said, “so 
we're going to be operating on a 1/12 
budget anyways. The advantage of that 
is we can still pay our bills and our em- 
ployees, and the other advantage is that 
as we get towards that time, we’ll have a 
much, much clearer view of what’s going 
to happen.” 

A 1/12 budget comes into effect if 
communities fail to approve an operating 
budget by June 30. In that case, commu- 
nities may temporarily spend up to 1/12 
of their prior year’s allotment. 

Fortunately, Bombard said the new 
growth figures — from sources like new 
construction and motor vehicle purchases 
— are higher than projected, and with few 
winter weather events this year, the town 
spent $9,000. 

“T think projections are all well and 
good and can be very accurate or not 
accurate at all,’ Selectman Mary Ellen 
Glover said. “When you see a rainy day is 
going to come or may come you prepare 
for it and if you have extra money you 
say, “That’s great, but if you don’t you 
still have whatever your fees are and that 
you're going to have to cover.” 

Glover said she would like to see de- 
partments submit budgets with a 5 per- 
cent reduction, enabling the officials to 
analyze the effect and whether savings 
can be captured, particularly as residents 
are facing financial hardships. 


‘= PET GROOMING |~ 
We Groom both Dogs & Cats! 


10% Senior Discount 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 


_ 413.222.8875 


Open by Appointment Only 


106 Brimfield Road 
Monson, MA 


Michelle Lagimoniere 
Owner/Groomer 
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Foundation awards $500,000 





in local grants to area nonprofits 


Domestic abuse, food 
resources targeted in fifth 
round of funding 


SPRINGFIELD — A new round 
of grants totaling $500,000, target- 
ing nonprofits providing front-line 
responses to those needing shelter, 
food resources, serving survivors of 
domestic abuse and those needing 
personal protective equipment, has 
been announced by the Community 
Foundation of Western Massachu- 
setts. 

The Massachusetts COVID-19 
Relief Fund provided $500,000 to 
Community Foundation of Western 
Massachusetts to support the Foun- 
dation’s response to the pandemic 
crisis in the region. The fund was 
announced in early April by Gov. 
Charlie Baker and was conceived by 
Lauren Baker and the One8 Founda- 
tion as a way to respond to the crisis 
statewide, focused on providing sup- 
ports to vulnerable populations and 
essential workers. 

The funding is being used by the 
Community Foundation for its fifth 
round of grant-making, this time 
targeting 26 Western Massachusetts 
nonprofits that are doing work in 
providing meals and food, assistance 
to survivors of domestic abuse, and 
emergency shelter. 

Nonprofits receiving the new 
grants totaling the $500,000 are: 

Boys and Girls Club of Greater 
Holyoke (meals and food); Caring 
Health Center, Springfield (basic 
needs and medical supplies); Center 
for New Americans, Northampton 
(basic needs assistance, utility and 
housing stability); Clinical and Sup- 


port Options for the Friends of the 
Homeless, Springfield (emergency 
shelter); Community Action, Green- 
field (diapers and basic needs); Com- 
munity Health Center of Franklin 
County, Greenfield (COVID testing); 
Craig’s Doors, Amherst (emergency 
shelter); Enlace de Familias, Holyoke 
(food, personal care, basic needs); 
Gandara Mental Health Center, West 
Springfield (basic needs, PPE, trans- 
portation, housing stability); Greater 
Springfield Senior Services, Spring- 
field (meals and food); Grow Food 
Northampton (food distribution); 
Highland-Valley Elder Services, 
Florence (PPE); Hilltown Com- 
munity Health Centers, Worthing- 
ton (basic needs, medical supplies) 
Holyoke Health Center (medical ser- 
vices); LifePath, Greenfield (meals 
and food); Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Family Services, Springfield (meals 
and food); New England Learning 
Center for Women in Transition, 
Greenfield (assistance to survivors 
of domestic violence); New North 
Citizens Council, Springfield (ba- 
sic needs, utility, housing stability); 
Northampton Survival Center (food 
distribution); Providence Ministries 
for the Needy, Holyoke (meals and 
food); Safe Passage, Northampton 
(assistance to victims and survivors 
of domestic violence); ServiceNet, 
Northampton (emergency shelter); 
Survival Centers, Amherst Survival 
Center (meals and food); WestMass 
ElderCare, Holyoke (meals and 
food); Womanshelter Companeras, 
Holyoke (domestic violence inter- 
vention, sheltering); and YWCA of 
Western Massachusetts, Springfield 
(personal protective equipment for 
residents, staff). 

To date the COVID-19 Response 


Fund for the Pioneer Valley has in- 
vested $1.8 million in grants to non- 
profits in Western Massachusetts that 
are on the front lines of serving vul- 
nerable populations affected by the 
CriSIS. 

Since its inception, the Response 
Fund has raised $4.2 million from 25 
businesses and foundations, nearly 
400 individuals and families and the 
statewide Relief Fund. 

To eliminate duplication and to 
more efficiently meet current and 
emerging needs as a result of the pan- 
demic, the Massachusetts COVID-19 
Relief Fund is working with regional 
community foundations. Donations 
to the MA COVID-19 Relief Fund 
consist of grants from foundations 
and businesses, as well as individ- 
ual donors. Learn more at MA- 
Covid19ReliefFund.org. 

According to Katie Allan Zobel, 
president and CEO of the Commu- 
nity Foundation of Western Massa- 
chusetts, ““This infusion of resources 
from the Massachusetts COVID-19 
Relief Fund allows us to address 
emerging needs in the areas of food, 
shelter and to assist those serving 
the survivors of domestic violence 
in our region. We are deeply grate- 
ful to these nonprofits, their staff 
and volunteers, that are providing 
essential care and resources to our 
community. And we thank the Mas- 
sachusetts COVID-19 Relief Fund 
and its leaders and donors for their 
generosity and recognition of the 
essential role that community foun- 
dations throughout the state can play 
in distributing these funds effectively 
and efficiently.” 

For more information or to make 
a contribution, visit www.communi- 
tyfoundation.org/covid19. 


Share your stories of staying at home 


The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
wants to know how you’re coping 
with the coronavirus closures and 
how they’ve changed all of our lives 
— no school, no work, social dis- 
tancing and staying at home. 

We can’t meet our neighbors in 
the schoolyards, playing fields or 
workplaces, but we can all share a 
few snapshots of what life’s like with 
the kids in the house and the home 
office 

work- 
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MAIN STREET 


ing overtime. Take a minute to send 
in an update on how you're doing, 
what fun enrichment activities the 
kids have been up to, or anything 
else that’s made the past two weeks 
a special time in your home. Include 
full names of the writer or photogra- 
pher, and anyone visible in each pho- 
to. We’ll print the best entries in next 
week’s newspaper, and in subsequent 
weeks as the state of emergency con- 
tinues. The best way to contact us is 
at tyler@turley.com. 
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TAVERN 


We would also be glad to publish 
children’s artwork, essays or photos 
created during the school closure. 
Include the creator’s full name, age, 
and school attended. 

For all submissions, also include 
a telephone number and email ad- 
dress. We won’t publish this infor- 
mation, but may use it to verify iden- 
tities or ask follow-up questions. 

Stay safe out and let us know how 
you're doing! 
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MOTHER'S DAY 


SPECIAL MENU 


APPETIZERS: 
Fried Calamari 


Harvest Stuffed Mushrooms 


“Exactly what a Main Street 


Tavern should be” 


16 DRAFT LINES 
Original Cocktails 


10 TVs @ Touch Tunes Juke Box 


ENTREE: 
Lobster Ravioli 
Mediterrean Sole 
Baked Stuffed Shrimp 
Sliced Roasted Filet 
Chicken Francaise 
All entrees come with 
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© THE BEST FLOWERS “«., 
ty THE BEST MOM! 


Spectacular 
Hanging Baskets 


Mixed Garden 
Baskets 
Our Signature! 

Natural Fiber Pots 


Filled With a Collection 
of Colorful Plants 


Great Selections for Sunny 
or Shady Locations 






Garden Favorites 
Returning Year After Year 


Spring Blooming Perennials ~ 
Creeping Phlox, Columbine, Dianthus, 
ae Bleeding Hearts & More 

“+ Spring Blooming 
Trees and Shrubs ~ 
Lilacs, Forsythia, Weeping Cherry & More 


Fragrant Rose Bushes ~ 
Hybrid Teas, Climbers, » 
Knock Outs, Landscape Roses B¢% 


y Kitchen Herbs ~ 

Annuals ~ Parsley, Basil, 
o«! — Dill, Rosemary & More 

harennial » Mints, Chives, Sage & Thyme 










Mom's Favorite Fresh Cut 
Garden Flowers \,, 


Beautiful Bouquets eee Me 
& Arrangements WN ae 
Chosen With Care *>))5*: 
For Mom ~ Gift Baskets 
& Randall's Gift Cards Ls 


) 


Call Randall's Greenhouse 


413-589-7071 
For Delivery or Curbside Pick-up 


of Flowers & Plants 
24 - 72 hours Notice Required 


From Randall's Kitchen 


Brunch Favorites 


Fresh Baked Quiche, 
Danish, Muffins, 
Fresh Fruit Salad 

and Fruit Platters, 
Fresh Baked Piles, 
Cookies & Desserts 
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Special Mother's Day Menu 
Ready to Heat and Serve 


,. oaturday and Sunday 
<b. May 9th & 10th ree 


; ee he i 
ALWAYS FRESH AT 


Subscriptions Italian Salad, warm rolls. 


$45 per year pre-paid 
($50 out of state) 


WEB 


www.wilbrahamhampdentimes. 
turley.com 
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Homemade Pasta 
Handcrafted Burgers 
Hand-Cut Fries & Chips 


GREAT ATMOSPHERE 
GREAT FOOD! 


218 Main Street, Monson e 413-893-9078 
www.218mainstreettavern.com _f 


Advanced orders 
only by Friday, May 8th 
413.893.9078 
Curb side pick up 
Beer and wine available 


631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM TO 7PM 
Find us on and Yougfiit) 


The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. ¢ www.turley.com 
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Federated Church collecting 
food for local nonprofits 


HAMPDEN - Federated Community Church is invit- 
ing the community to make a difference in the lives of 
those in need, collecting food for delivery to local food 
banks. 

All are welcome to drop off non-perishable food do- 
nations to the church, 590 Main St., Saturday, May 16 
from 9 a.m. to noon. Church volunteers will offer curb- 
side pick-up, so folks don’t have to leave the comfort of 
their own vehicles. 

Beneficiaries of the donations include the Community 
Survival Center in Indian Orchard, which serves Hamp- 
den, Ludlow, Wilbraham and the Springfield neighbor- 
hoods of Indian Orchard, Pine Point and Sixteen Acres; 
Gray House and the Springfield Rescue Mission. 

For more information, contact the church at 566- 
3711. 


Counting Turtles £3 


Did you find Turley the Turtle in last week’s edi- 
tion of The Wilbraham-Hampden Times? Turley ap- 
peared nine times. 

Here are the official reader submissions: 

Peyton Sullivan, Wilbraham: 9 





Dianne Melcher, Hampden: 9 


Gavin Hisgen, Wilbraham: 9 

Terry Anderson, Hampden: 9 

Nancy Joyce, Wilbraham: 9 

Be sure to look for the months winners, to be 
announded soon. 





Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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_WE”’ RE BACK! And we’ve missed you! 
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Elks to distribute 
mattresses to 
Homeward Vets 


LUDLOW - Through a grant from the Elk’s Na- 
tional Foundation, the Ludlow Lodge of Elks No. 
2448 is set to deliver the royal treatment to local vet- 
erans. 

The Elks recently received a grant enabling them 
to purchase six queen size mattresses with the assis- 
tance of Yankee Mattress. Those mattresses will be 
delivered to the nonprofit Homeward Vets, who will 
distribute them to veterans transitioning from home- 
lessness into their very own home. 

To date, the Ludlow Elks have provided 35 such 
mattresses to Homeward Vets for the purpose. 

Homeward Vets provides free home furnishings 
to veterans in need throughout Western Massachu- 
setts. Since 2012, they have helped nearly 650 vet- 
erans. While they accept used furniture, they cannot 
accept used mattresses. 

Elks pledge “So long as there are veterans, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will nev- 
er forget them.” The Elks National Veterans Service 
Commission takes that pledge one step further, and 
promises service the nation’s veterans and military 
members, with a special focus on service to those 
in need. 

Those interested in helping the Elks provide for 
local veterans may contact the Elks at 583-2448. 


Students earn degrees 
from UMass 


AMHERST — The University of Massachu- 
setts-Amherst recently announced the list of students 
who earned bachelors degrees from the university in 
February 2020. 

From Hampden is Aleah A. Williams. Wilbraham 
graduates are Hunter Upson Chapdelaine, Emily S. 
Clark, Victoria Anne Egan and Joseph Vincent Scibell1. 





Death 
Notices 


Nestor, Thomas 
Died April 27, 2020 
Wilbraham Funeral 

Home is in charge of 
the arrangements 


Absentee, 
early ballots 
available in 
Clerk’s Office 


WILBRAHAM - Town 
Clerk Carole J. Tardif an- 
nounced that the absentee 
and early vote by mail bal- 
lots are now available for 
the upcoming annual town 
election scheduled for Sat- 
urday, June 20. Ballots will 
be available until noon Fri- 
day, June 19. 

A request in writing 1s 
required for obtaining an 
absentee or early by mail 
ballot. An application to 
request an absentee or ear- 
ly vote ballot may be found 
online at wilbraham-ma. 
gov. For more information, 
call the Town Clerk’s Of- 
fice at 596-2800, ext. 200. 


Family Owned 
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Helping on the homefront... 


Bags like these, filled with various hygiene items like 
toothpaste and toothbrushes, were recently distributed 
to families participating in the meal delivery service 
provided by the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School 
District. The bags were funded by the Wilbraham- 
Hampden Rotary Club to help the district serve those 

in need. Both the Rotary Club and Hampden Lions Club 
have provided funding to support future distributions of 
various care items. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 





Annual book sale to 
take place in fall 


WILBRAHAM — The Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library’s Annual Book Sale has been postponed until 
September 2020. Due to the pandemic and uncertain- 
ty, all aspects of the book sale have been moved to 
the fall when it is hoped the library will be open and 
regular events can be planned. 

Friday, Sept. 25 to Sunday, Sept. 28 are scheduled 
drop-off days for donations. The Friends accept dona- 
tions of books, CDs and DVDs. Children’s books, fic- 
tion and non-fiction are especially appreciated. Space 
restrictions discourage encyclopedias and Reader’s 
Digest condensed novels but cookbooks and up-to- 
date manuals are popular and welcome. 

The Book Sale is scheduled to take place Tuesday, 
Sept. 29 through Saturday, Oct. 3. As a “thank you” 
for their support, Friends member will receive two free 
books on Sept. 29. Oct. 2 and 3 are “Bag Sale” days. 

Each year, the friends raise approximately $20,000 
for the library. These funds are used for story times, 
reading challenge prizes, speakers and presentations, 
museum passes, furnishings and equipment. 

For more information, call the library at 506-6141 
or visit wilbrahamlibrary.org. 


CPA from page 2 


pert and try and come up with something that would be 
substantive and meaningful, without jeopardizing col- 
lateral damage issues that we can’t foresee in our efforts 
to be benevolent at this time.” 

Selectman Robert Russell agreed with Smead that 
taking time seemed to make the most sense. “I’m not in 
favor of rushing,” he said. 

Selectmen were in agreement with Smead that he 
and the CPC look at the provision in time to potential- 
ly solicit applications for projects in fiscal 2022. Those 
applications would be due in January 2021. 


Since 1985 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


Find us on: 
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Pandemic poses unique challenges for women, kids 


By Elise Linscott 
Staff Writer 


Many women and children in Hamp- 
den County have been challenged by 
the COVID-19 pandemic and physical 
distancing measures, from figuring out 
where to get resources like food and dia- 
pers to navigating substance abuse and vi- 
olence at home or finding ways to access 
reproductive healthcare. 

The Hampden County Commission on 
the Status of Women and Girls has been 
holding meetings and conducting polls 
through social media to find out what 
those issues are and how commissioners 
can advocate for and connect those who 
are struggling to organizations that can 
help. 

“I fear we won’t really know what 
women and girls deeply needed during 
this time until after, because women are 
really busy tending to the basic needs of 
their families today,’ said Dawn DiSte- 
fano, commissioner and executive vice 
president at Square One in Springfield, a 
private nonprofit that provides early edu- 
cation, care and family support services. 
“They aren’t going to sound the alarm for 
themselves while they’re in the midst of 
this pandemic taking care of their fami- 
lies. I think as a community, it’s up to us 
to apply that hypervigilance to the work 
and the effort we put into connecting with 
women during this time.” 

Kids and young adults are also feeling 
the stress of the pandemic, often more 
than their parents realize. But children are 
also resilient, according to commission- 
ers, and many want to help, including lo- 
cal Girl Scout troops who’ve been donat- 
ing cookies and making window signs for 
seniors, said commissioner Pattie Hall- 
berg, CEO of the Girl Scouts of Central 
and Western Massachusetts. 


Girl Scouts 

Kids aren’t immune to the worry and 
change they see around them, from com- 
pleting classes and schoolwork online to 
seeing scary news on the TV while having 
their parents home all the time. But Hall- 
berg said she’s also seen many who want 
to get involved and contribute in any way 
they can. 

“There’s a heightened sense of con- 
cern,’ Hallberg said. “But what we’re 
finding at the Girl Scouts is so many of 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


these girls are trying to figure out, ‘What 
can I do to help? What can I do as a per- 
son?’ They’re making masks, they’re 
delivering cookies to the fire department 
or the police department. They’re doing 
what they can to find some little way to 
make a difference. That makes them feel 
so much better.” 

In Monson, for instance, Troop 64811 
made signs for a nursing home in Hamp- 
den to put in their windows to brighten 
their day. 

Hallberg has heard from many girls 
that they want to go back to school and 
that they miss the camaraderie of seeing 
their classmates and teachers. But they’re 
still finding ways to stay occupied and 
virtually connected to the outside world. 

“There are so many cool things that 
they can do on the internet,’ Hallberg 
said. “They can go to the opera, they can 
go to Broadway, they can take a virtual 
tour of our national parks, they can go toa 
science museum. In Girl Scouting, they’re 
earning badges and patches online, and 
it’s so fun to watch them earning badges 
and doing things that they might not have 
ever done before.” 

Hallberg has also been encouraging 
families to get outside for fresh air and 
fun activities like scavenger hunts. 


Square One 

DiStefano said she and others on the 
commission have been working to build 
‘a strong mental health safety net’ in the 
community, in order to help everyone stay 
afloat. 

“When we come up for a breath of air, 
those being willing to take a big gulp of 
air better be willing to dive back down 
and bring others to the surface,’ DiStefa- 
no said. “I think a lot of women will be 
stuck in the weeds underwater. I think 
that’s where the commission can do its 
best work — we can rally around and find 
our allies in people to go out to check in 
on others.” 

Ensuring a strong mental health safety 
net also means going back and ensuring 
people’s basic needs are being met. While 
commissioners like DiStefano and Hall- 
berg aren’t in the business of being inter- 
ventionists, they can listen and do legis- 
lative advocacy on their behalf and direct 
folks to organizations that can help. 

“Tt’s Maslow’s hierarchy of needs — if 
people don’t have food, if people don’t 
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have a safe dwelling to be in or don’t have 
access to employment and education, you 
can’t the start to address things like men- 
tal and behavioral health,’ she said. 

DiStefano said she’s most worried 
about folks struggling with their men- 
tal health and who may not be feeling 
as resilient. Square One’s home visiting 
program, for instance, works with moth- 
ers who are in their first year of recovery 
from substance abuse, have children un- 
der the age of 5 and are working toward 
reunification with their children or have 
already been reunified. 

“The isolation when they’re in re- 
covery, the pressure for most of them — 
they’re single mothers, so they’re home 
alone with their children,’ DiStefano said. 
“That’s been the most challenging popu- 
lation for our staff at Square One. I worry 
about those women; I worry about those 
children. This is not a good situation for 
them.” 

The pandemic has been destabilizing 
for many, but it’s not all doomsday, she 
added. 

“T think there’s a place to celebrate 
the resiliency of women,’ DiStefano said. 
“We’re an amazing part of this world and 
I think our gender lends itself to some 
outstanding characteristics. But none of 
us have ever been through this before ... 
and I don’t think any of us are OK, some 
of us are just less OK than others.” 


Planned Parenthood of 
Western Massachusetts 
Shanique Spalding, a political orga- 
nizer with the Planned Parenthood Advo- 
cacy Fund of Massachusetts, said that be- 
cause of travel restrictions, limited court 
and clinic hours and legislative meetings, 
women have been having a tougher time 
accessing reproductive care. 
The ROE Act, which is sitting in the 
State House Joint Judiciary Committee, is 


a bill that aims to expand abortion access 
in Massachusetts after 24 weeks only in 
the case of fatal fetal anomalies. Current- 
ly, a mother who receives a diagnosis of 
a fatal fetal anomaly after 24 weeks has 
to travel to Colorado or New Mexico to 
receive care. But because of the pandem- 
ic, traveling that far out of state is nearly 
impossible now. 

The bill could be reported out of com- 
mittee with a positive or negative recom- 
mendation in mid-May, Spalding said. 
But because of cancellations and physical 
distancing, she hasn’t been able to do the 
direct advocacy work around the bill. 

Another issue facing young women is 
around the judicial bypass process, which 
allows minors to appear in court before 
a judge, who makes a determination on 
allowing abortion services if the minor is 
unable to get parental consent. But many 
courts are now operating on limited hours. 

Minors may also have to deal with 
figuring out how to get to a clinic in the 
first place if they’re unable to share where 
they’re going with their families or part- 
ners at home, or if they’re essential work- 
ers. 

“During COVID, there are still young 
people who have to access abortion ser- 
vices, and there are still people getting 
fatal fetal diagnoses,” Spalding said. 

Health centers that provide abortions 
are also operating on limited hours. In 
Hampden County, the only two facilities 
that provide abortions are Planned Parent- 
hood in Springfield and Baystate Medical 
Center, Spalding said. 

“We’re advocating for folks to pay at- 
tention to the fact that abortion services 
are also being impacted and are still es- 
sential care for a lot of individuals for a 
number of reasons,” Spalding said. 
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High flying excitement 


It’s official. UFOs do exist. 

Whether they are natural phenomena, un- 
known human technology or the workings of 
some advanced lifeforms from beyond this 
world are questions that remained unanswered, 
but what is undeniable is that there are unknown 
objects — now referred to as unidentified aerial 
phenomena — in the skies above. 

This surprising news broke early last week, 
when the Pentagon officially released three vid- 
eos showing UAPs recorded using infrared cam- 
eras. The videos had already been released by a 
private company in 2017 and 2018, and the U.S. 
Navy had acknowledged them in September of 
2019. But now the videos are available for all of 
the public to view. For a life-long observer of the 
natural world and lover of the unexplained like 
myself, the news is remarkable and exciting. 

As a young boy, I immersed myself in the 
pages of books like Jerome Clark’s “Unex- 
plained,” essentially an encyclopedia of unex- 
plained sightings and phenomena across _ the 
globe, as well as TV shows like “In Search Of.” 
If it had to deal with hauntings, extraterrestrial 
life or strange creatures like Bigfoot, you can be 
sure I likely watched intently. 

Certainly with age and the development of 
analytical skills, my opinions have shifted some. 
Eyewitness testimony is well-known for being 


OV the 
eal 
rail 


flawed and easily manipulated, and there are 
some very unreliable and outlandish claims. But 
I do find interesting the number of similar reports 
made over the years regarding all phenomena, 
and I have always held out hope we would get 
answers. 

Sadly, the recent news does nothing to answer 
the all important question humanity has sought 
for millennia: Are we alone in the Universe? 

Perhaps even more striking is that the an- 
nouncement barely seemed to raise eyebrows or 
cause the type of pandemonium science fiction 












writers and policy-makers predicted over gener- 
ations. In fact, if you weren’t paying attention, 
you easily could have missed it. I almost did. 
Trumping the announcement has been news of 
the novel coronavirus and who will replace Tom 
Brady as quarterback of the New England Patri- 
ots. 

It’s as though the people are saying ‘Yeah, 
of course there are UFOs. Tell us what we don’t 
know.’ To be fair, that sentiment is correct, as re- 
gardless of origin, the objects in the video are 
unknown in origin and flying in the sky, recorded 
and observed by military pilots. 

CNN reports the Pentagon previously studied 
recordings of encounters with unknown objects 
as part of a classified program that was launched 
at the request of former Sen. Harry Reid of Neva- 
da. The program, which started in 2007, ended in 
2012, after an assessment determined there were 
higher priorities that needed funding. 

Hopefully the videos lead to a renewed in- 
terest in space and the natural world. Giving 
me hope, anyway, 1s that people aren’t running 
in fear from what can’t be explained and that 
leans toward the heart of scientific discovery 
and exploration in general. Without fear, we can 
increase understanding of life anywhere in the 
Universe and make new technological break- 
throughs. That is truly out of this world. 
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Letters /o the Editor 


John Lovejoy left a legacy for the community 


dispatch a good 
idea; use careful 
deliberation 


To the editor: 


The proposed consolidation of the 
Hampden Dispatch Center with the 
Wilbraham Dispatch Center is a great 
idea. My concern however is what will 
happen to all of the employees at the 
Hampden Dispatch Center? Will they 
all move over to Wilbraham or will 
they be laid off? I ask that the town of 
Wilbraham and the town of Hampden 
explore all avenues carefully before 


consolidation happens. 


If the move is to lay them off than, 
I ask that the town of Wilbraham fill 
any current, vacant positions with 
Hampden dispatchers and that the con- 
solidation only occur after 2025, and 
starting right now Hampden would no 
longer hire any more dispatchers and 
Wilbraham assist with taking calls 
when needed and after 2025, whatev- 
er dispatchers are remaining in Hamp- 
den would then make the move over to 


Wilbraham. 


I’m sure I don’t know the whole 


To the editor: 


We live in interesting, albeit sad 
times. The pandemic has impacted 
all of us in a variety of ways. A few 
days ago I wondered if someone I 
know would become seriously ill 
with the coronavirus and lose their 
life. It was not too long before my 
fears came true when I learned of 
the passing of long time Wilbraham 
resident John Lovejoy. After read- 
ing about John’s life, I felt the need 
to publicly express my gratitude to 
John for the work he did for the new 
high school project. 

John was in many ways a Re- 
naissance man. He was a gifted 
writer, an avid researcher, and 
someone who would become te- 
naciously committed to any proj- 
ect or task he believed in. Such 
was the case with the Minnechaug 
project. I first met John when he 
volunteered to be part of a Blue 
Ribbon Advisory Committee that 
the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional 
School Committee commissioned 
in the early 2000s. The Commit- 
tee’s charge was to develop rec- 
ommendations on the future of the 
Minnechaug facility. It was not very 
long into his tenure on the Commit- 


tee that John approached me and 
expressed his concerns about the 
school and shared with me his be- 
lief that the HWRSD should build 
a new school. 

Over the course of the next 
eight or more years John dedicat- 
ed much of his time and effort to 
the project. For example, during 
the early days of the Massachu- 
setts School Building Authority’s 
moratorium, they held public meet- 
ings throughout the state seeking 
input on the development of new 
guidelines and procedures. John 
went to every meeting, at least 10, 
and made sure that Minnechaug’s 
name was always front and center. 
He developed strong relationships 
with members of the MSBA and in 
doing so, his actions all but guaran- 
teed that the Minnechaug project 
would be one of the first to come 
before the MSBA once the morato- 
rium was lifted. It was no surprise 
to me, then, that the Minnechaug 
project was accepted into the Mod- 
el School Program as one of the 
first five in the state. Additionally, 
and through John’s efforts, we were 
also able to negotiate a very favor- 
able reimbursement rate. John then 


went on to serve as co-chair of the 


Minnechaug Building Committee. 
He became involved in every aspect 
of the building process and experi- 
enced the joy of being part of the 
ribbon cutting ceremony when the 
school officially opened in August 
2012. You could read the sense of 
pride and accomplishment on his 
face that day. 

John Lovejoy loved the commu- 
nity where he lived. He wanted to 
make a difference for future genera- 
tions and he did so with his work on 
the Minnechaug Building Project. I, 
for one, will always be grateful for 
having the pleasure of knowing and 
working with him. While his name 
is on the dedication plaque near the 
school’s entrance, I felt it important 
that our two communities know it 
was through John Lovejoy’s tireless 
efforts that a beautiful educational 
facility — the “new” Minnechaug 
Regional High School — now sits on 
the Tinkham Road campus today 
and brings much pride to those who 
learn and work there every day. 

Rest in peace our friend. 


Paul C. Gagliarducci, Ed.D. 
HWRSD Superintendent of 
Schools (2001-2009) 
Hampden 


picture, but I just want to make sure 
that everyone’s job is protected, as 
emergency dispatchers are consid- 
ered, in my opinion, the most import- 
ant and vital part of public safety as 
they are the ones who take the 911 


calls. 


Tom Laware Jr. 
Wilbraham 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 








May 7, 2020 


PARKING from page 1 


informing folks about their other options for outdoor 
exploration. She said the efforts appear to be working, 
as one family with young children arrived with limited 
parking spaces available. She said she told them about 
one of the story walk trails in town and they took off to 
explore it for the first time. 

This past Sunday, May 3, Plantier was out for much 
of the day helping to park and direct visitors. At about 
3:30 p.m., this reporter counted more than 10 vehicles 
parked along the cul-de-sac at one time. One major 
change she is hoping to achieve is getting folks to park 
side-by-side rather than front-to-back, allowing more 
cars to utilize the limited space and preventing folks 
from lining both sides of the street, impeding access 
to driveways. 

She also handed out leaflets, which are smaller ver- 
sions of the temporary signage in place. The leaflets 
ask folks to park in the cul-de-sac, avoiding blocking 
driveways and keeping tires off lawns. They also ask 
hikers to be respectful of private property boundaries, 
the need to social distance, carrying out trash and high- 
light that access is limited from dawn to dusk only. 


Be Mindful of Boundaries 

Joe Calabrese, chairman of the Open Space and 
Recreation Plan Committee, said he is happy that peo- 
ple are outside and exploring the bountiful open spac- 
es in town but hopes folks will be mindful of private 
properties. 

‘“‘We have to make sure with a rise in the number of 
people on the trails, they don’t cause any damage on 
private property,’ Calabrese said, noting a main goal of 
the committee is to protect the town’s flora and fauna 
as well as provide an avenue for residents to access it. 

He said there are 10 trails in town, including 
three story/riddle walks. Information and directions 
are available online at wilbraham-ma.gov and on the 
Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee’s Face- 
book page, which has picked up 125 new followers 
this year. 

“The town seems to want these trail systems, even 
the people on Highmoor,’ Calabrese said. He noted it 
will take a concerted effort on the part of everyone to 
keep the trails open. 

During the April 27  selectmen’s meeting, 
Highmoor resident Daniel Johnson said that particu- 
larly this spring, the quality of life for his family has 
diminished. 

“Every single nice day we’re kind of dreading it 
because it’s going to be a zoo outside our house,” he 
said. 


‘Unprecedented Times’ 

On Sunday, he expressed his appreciation to Plant- 
ier and joked he wished she could stay out there every 
day because her efforts were working. 

At the meeting, Plantier said she had reached out 
to Steve Lawson of the Minnechaug Land Trust, as the 
group manages Rice Nature Preserve. She said there 
was approved language for a sign from 2017, outlining 
many of the issues the town is hoping to resolve now, 
and they were working to locate or make a new one. 

‘““We’re in unprecedented times here and I think ev- 
eryone’s quality of life is suffering here because we’re 
all trapped and the only outlet for people right now 
are trail heads,” Selectman Robert Boilard said at the 
April 27 meeting. “Once the world reopens I assume 
things would go back to normal for you guys.” 

In the meantime, officials are working to install 
new signs and perhaps delineate parking spaces. 

Those looking to explore the Rice Nature Preserve 
or any of the town’s trails may find information on- 
line, including trail maps, at wilbraham-ma.gov/294/ 
Hiking-Trails-in-Wilbraham. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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Early May daze 


By Joan E. B. Coombs 
Guest Columnist 


Rainy weather and cool- 
er than usual temperatures 
during these early May 
2020 days are showing 
some appearances of spring. 
Well, somewhat. Yet, what 
brightens us up even more 
than our surrounding cir- 
cumstances is the chance to 
celebrate unique and spe- 


GUEST 


COLUMNS iD 





JOAN E. B. 


sock issues?” 

Since all socks on the home front 
are happily paired, and the clean- 
up-your-room pleas have happened 
nonstop since the 2020 
COVID-19 incubation, with 
what breath was left, a fam- 
ily member asked, “What 
else do you want this year 
for Mother’s Day?” 

Feeling that a response 
was the perfect time to 
show that “Grammar Doo- 


cial days. dles” was up to speed with 
May’s early calendar oe knowing a few of the latest 
dates give us exception- hot-topic terms, she replied. 


al reasons to recognize “National 
Teachers Day” on May 5, and “Nurs- 
es Day” on May 6. Then on May 8 
there’s “Day Care Provider Day” and 
“Military Spouses Day.” 

Also it’s surprising to learn from 
Holiday Insights, that May 9 is, 
“Lost Sock Memorial Day.” Strange 
as it seems, “Clean up Your Room 
Day” is on May 10 — the same day 
as “Mother’s Day.” Curiosity asks: 
“Is it a Mom’s mantra to clean up 
your room? If rooms were cleaned 
first, wouldn’t that help solve the lost 


“First, [Ud like to ‘slow the 
spread’ when shopping by wearing 
an XL, wrap-around, Glad-Guard 
garbage bag.” 

“That'll be an interesting sight 

“Second, I need to be wrapped 
tight so as to ‘flatten the curve.’” 

“That'll be a squeal deal.” 

“Could we find color-coordinated 
boots, gloves, and a mask? I’ve got a 
Straw hat.” 

“T’ll have to go online ...” 

“Lines? Talk about lines? All 
stores have aisle lines of ‘social dis- 


tance’ shoppers trying to follow one- 
way arrows!” 

“Yipes 

“Tll be s-o-o grateful to be stay 
and play outdoors; away from my 
personal pan-n-n-demic.” 

“What? Wha-da-ya mean?” 

“T’m not complaining. I’m thank- 
ful for food to cook. But, it seems 
like over these past six weeks of 
our staying in — that I’ve made and 
served gazillions of meals and des- 
serts. I’ve seen stacked dishes. (Sigh) 
Peaked flatware. Skillets. Crockpot. 
Steamer. Plus — pots and pans.” 

“And?” 

While The Hub comfortably sat 
down to use his iPhone to place an 
online order, the Mom snuggled be- 
side him asking, “Do you think you 
could find me a book on-line too?” 

“Sure!” “What’s the title?” 

“Novel Virus.” 

These recent months, weeks, days 
and hours can befuddle and bewilder 
us. Finding glimpses of humor in ev- 
eryday issues and circumstances can 
help us get over those thump bumps 
— especially during our early May 
daze. 


70,000 unemployment claims in latest update 


BOSTON — From April 19-25, 
Massachusetts had 70,552 individu- 
als file an initial claim for standard 
unemployment insurance, the fourth 
consecutive week of fewer initial 
claims filed over the previous week, 
according to the latest information 
from the state’s Department of Un- 
employment Assistance. 

Since March 15, a total of 
722,009 initial claims were filed. As 
the number of initial claims contin- 
ues to decrease, the number of claim- 
ants filing for their weekly benefit 
each week continues to grow. For 
the week of April 19-25, there were 
a total of 527,538 claimants, an in- 


crease of 13.8 perent over the previ- 
ous week, who filed for their weekly 
unemployment benefits. Food and 
Accommodation with 93,168, Retail 
Trade at 69,333 and Health and So- 
cial Assistance with 66,202 showed 
the largest number of claimants who 
filed for their weekly unemployment 
benefits, the state reports. 

The Cares Act created a new tem- 
porary federal program called Pan- 
demic Unemployment Assistance, 
which provides unemployment ben- 
efits to individuals who are self-em- 
ployed, gig workers and those not 
covered by regular unemployment 
compensation. During the same 


week, there were a total of 171,598 
PUA claims. 

From March 15 to April 25, com- 
bining UI and PUA, Massachusetts 
had a total of 893,607 claims filed 
for unemployment insurance. 

Currently, the Department of Un- 
employment Assistance is paying 
standard unemployment insurance 
benefits to roughly 450,000 claim- 
ants and Pandemic Unemployment 
Assistance to around 150,000 claim- 
ants. Since March 15, nearly 700,000 
claims have been paid amounting to 
more than $2.3 billion in disburse- 
ments to beneficiaries of both pro- 
grams. 


Annual Press Club Roast postponed until fall 2020 


SPRINGFIELD — The Valley 
Press Club’s Board of Directors de- 
cided March 17 to postpone the May 8 
Valley Press Club Roast to the fall due 
to the effects of the new coronavirus. 
The Roast, which features humor- 
ous sketches about public officials 
as a fundraiser for the club’s schol- 
arships to journalism students, is 
usually held in the spring at the John 


Boyle O’ Reilly Club in Springfield. 
Tony Cignoli, noted national political 
consultant, was to be the emcee. Nu- 
merous local politicians, including 
area mayors, city councilors and state 
legislators were expected to attend. 
The Roast is similar to the White 
House Correspondent’s dinner in 
Washington, D.C. that uses humor to 
bring both the media and newsmak- 


ers together. Peter Goonan, reporter 
of the Republican is the chairman 
of the event. The Valley Press Club, 
founded in 1960, consists of active 
and retired journalists and market- 
ing/public relations professionals. 

For more information or to be- 
come a member, visit valleypress- 
club.com. 


Insurance for your every need. 


HUB International is the largest insurance broker in Massachusetts 


and we're right here in your local communities. 


We will work together with Safety Insurance to build your custom 


insurance solution. 


Looking out for you. Looking ahead for you. 


7 Safety Insurance 
f 


AUTO + HOME « BUSINESS 


O HUB 


17 Palmer Road 
Monson, MA 01057 


South Hadley - Ludlow 
East Longmeadow 


413.733.3131 


hubne.com 





Auto and Home Insurance - Business Insurance and More 
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B A COMMUNITY GALLERY 









Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 
for this page by e-mail to tyler@ 
Bi ths Sty 0” turley.com or mail to TIMES, 24 
pee Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069. 
Ba Ss Please note that if you send us 
a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 
background. Examples: 
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain. 
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A man with a mask... 


Times Editor Emeritus and Wilbraham resident 


O nN th e Charlie Bennett wears a cloth face covering 

while out in the community.Effective May 6, all 

prowl i Massachusetts residents are required to wear 

such coverings in public places, 

Using a trail camera, following orders from Gov. Charlie Baker. 

Peter Manolakis, of TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 
Wilbraham, recently 


captured this bobcat 
roaming the woods 
behind his home. 

In addition to the 
bobcat, he’s captured 
woodcock, deer and 
coyotes on camera. 
Are you wild for 
wildlife? Share your 
photos and tales with 
tyler@turley.com. 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Unexpected 
cuest... 


Wilbraham resident Diane 

Testa recently discovered 

this bat crawling on her ee 

doorstep. After calling 3 

animal control, she learned 

bats are unable to take 

off from the ground or get 

traction on concrete. Using 

a shovel, Testa said she - , 

placed the nighttime insect — > 

eater next to a tree and the : : : 

mammal climbed it like a sna SsiIng spr ingtime f unl... 

squirrel so safety. _ ; 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED Families gather at the Spec Pond beach May 2, looking for some outdoor fun | 
sticking to small family groups and keeping their distance from others. TIMES 


THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YO 


NANCY HUNT 
Broker/Owner 


Cell: 
(413) 374-4173 


HUNT REALTY 2341 Boston Road 


ASSOCIATES Wilbraham, MA 15 Irene Street, Springfield 94 Deboo Drive 
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lom Regnier! 
Love, your mother-in-law 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to tyler@turley.com 






backyard... 


Wilbraham resident Peter 
Mathisen recently caught 
this great blue heron fishing 
in his backyard pond. 
Mathisen said he requested 
the bird test his luck on the 
Chicopee River and installed 
netting to prevent future 
predation. 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
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Slithery 
serpent... 


In the same week she 
discovered a bat on her 
doorstep, Diane Testa 

also found this milk snake 
slithering in her side yard. The 
native, non-venomous snakes 
are primarily nocturnal hunters 
and adults typically 

feed on rodents. 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
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amid the novel coronavirus pandemic. Those casting their lines were 
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AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY: 










time to talk to us 
about planning 
your next move 
once the 
quarantine 
! = a - is lifted. 
429 Nassau Drive, Springfield | 135-137 Main St., Indian Orchard Call us today!! 


UNDER AGREEMENT NOW is the 
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WNE reaches asreements with area 
community colleges 


SPRINGFIELD — The Western 
New England University College of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences re- 
cently solidified articulation agree- 
ments with area community colleges 
for students to smoothly transfer into 
the PharmD program. 

Those schools are Holyoke Com- 
munity College, Berkshire Commu- 
nity College, Greenfield Community 
College and Springfield Technical 
Community College. 

“This agreement further solidifies 
our bond between the University and 
our partners at the community col- 
leges,’” said Josh Spooner, professor 
and assistant dean for student affairs 
at Western New England Universi- 
ty. “It is an excellent opportunity for 


those students who decided to pursue 
what can be a very rewarding and ful- 
filling career in pharmacy.” 

Prospective pharmacy students at- 
tending these schools must complete 
the 67 credits of prerequisite course- 
work for the PharmD program, com- 
plete their associate’s degree and for- 
mally apply to the PharmD program 
at WNE. If accepted, these students 
are eligible for the PharmD Transfer 
Distinction Scholarship, which is cur- 
rently awarded at $18,000 per year for 
two years. 

For more information, visit the 
Joint Admissions Program page on 
the University website at wwwl.wne. 
edu/admissions/transfer/joint-admis- 
sions-program-.cfm. 
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HCC EMT training program starts 


WARE — Holyoke Community College, 
in collaboration with the Quaboag Valley 
Community Development Corporation and 
Star of Life Academy Inc., is offering EMT 
training through the E2E: Quaboag Region 
Workforce Training and Community Col- 
lege Center at 79 Main St., beginning June 
Ze, 

The Emergency Medical Technician 
Basic Course, accredited by the state’s De- 
partment of Public Health’s office of emer- 
gency medical services, will meet Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 6 to 9:30 p.m. and 
on select Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
from June 22 to Sept. 2. 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak, 
some of the classes may be conducted in 
live, remote sessions instead of face-to-face. 

The 13-week program consists of more 


than 170 hours of in-class lectures and ad- 
ditional online study, training, field trips and 
workshops designed to prepare students for 
the state EMT certification exam. The course 
covers all aspects of emergency care includ- 
ing patient handling, extrication, and com- 
munication, working with law enforcement, 
legal issues, ethics, medical equipment, and 
safe transportation of patients. 

Instruction will be provided by staff from 
Star of Life Academy who have more than 
30 years combined field experience in fire 
and emergency medical services. 

The course fee is $1,099 plus $225 for 
texts. 

For more information or to register, con- 
tact Valentyna Semyrog at 413-552-2123 or 
vsemyrog @hcc.edu 





SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 


Afordable ‘Waste Solutions Spring Clean Outs & Construction! 
Re ee RE GARAGE, BASEMENT, YARD... 
Mie FILL IT UP & WE’LL TAKE IT AWAY! 


10, 15, 20, 30 Yard 
Containers Available!!! 


413-244-1943 


y~W@ eke) atco)ame)m=\\(-) a’mc-lalt-|miome(e)at-1\-le Mm com =) a-y-[-) mm Or: | aler=) au a (o\-1-1-] 010 


CRANE PARK  witbraham 


Your Hometown Business Neighbors! 


Pafumi’s To Go Dr. Michael Margolis 
Orthodontist 


Auto, Home, Business & Life Insurance 


Quotes Gladly Given! 
Notary on Staff 


Dr. Peter Duplesis 


Family Dentistry Headlines Hair Design 


Robb Carty 
Attorney Michael O. Shea 





32 Somers Rd., Hampden, MA Luso Credit Union 


413-566-0028 
170 Main St., Monson, MA 
413-267-3495 


richardgreenins @ gmail.com 


Please support the 
businesses that are still 
open. Your support can 

help them survive this 
difficult time! 


RICHARD R. GREEN 
—— Insurance Agengy, Inc. 


richardgreeninsurance.com 


Got Your Attention? : 


: a Uae iLL F eanerence You Gan 
Advertise es | -_ SSevavisaasaeeeee=--- Always Count On 
?= | e Property Maintenance 
e Fertilizer Programs 
e Organic Tick and Mosquito Control 
e Edging 
e 15 Types of Local Mulches 
e Loam and Seed 
e Power Seeding 
e Core Aeration 
e PH Remedy 
e Drainage, Etc. 


on this page 

and shine — 

the SPOTLIGHT - 

on your business, | 
giving you the exposure 
you need to succeed. 


e Walls, Walkways, Patios 
e Landscape Design and Installation 


e Irrigation Installation and Repairs (2M ¥ 
e Fall Blowouts ‘ wy = ie 
¢ Paddock Repair and Maintenance & 7: As | 


e Equestrian Field Seeding 


Call Jocelyn Walker at | 
413-283-8393 3 TTA 


eithisnamianascaping.com 
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Summer 
leagues 
now 
coming 
into 
question 


Following the closure 
of spring sports, many 
summer leagues are 
being forced to do the 
same 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION -— In just a short 
period of time, the landscape 
of even summer sports has now 
changed with a number of base- 
ball leagues cancelling play and 


others postponed indefinitely 
while the leagues wait out the 
“surge.” 


But in the case of some very 
talented athletes, the 2020 base- 
ball season has been completely 
shuttered. 

First, it was the postpone- 
ment of Major League Baseball 
along with the complete cancel- 
lation of spring sports for the 
collegiate level. Now, two of the 
most prominent college leagues 
have cancelled their seasons for 
the summer, citing the risks in- 
volved for the league as a whole. 

The Cape Cod _ Baseball 
League and the New England 
Collegiate Baseball League have 
cancelled their 2020 campaigns, 
which were set to start in June. 
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College baseball will not be played in the area as the NECBL 
cancelled its season. The Valley Blue Sox are based in Holyoke. 


The cancellation leaves no op- 
portunities for teams to play 
at all in the 2020 season. The 
summer leagues, like college 
season were often an additional 
place for star athletes to get ex- 
posure, play against some of the 
best competition in the country, 
and receive additional looks for 
scouts from the major leagues. 
The cancellation of baseball 
has also filtered down to the high 
school and youth levels as well. 
With parks and recreation 


2Q20 


SPRING SPOTLIGHT 


HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS 
Senior athletes to be highlighted in coming weeks 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The Turley Publications sports department 
is looking to honor the senior athletes who have 
had their spring seasons cancelled by the coro- 


navirus pandemic. 


Over the next several weeks, the sports sec- 
tion will have stories and photos about the var- 
ious spring sports teams that were never even 
able to have a practice, and eventually saw their 


full season cancelled. 


We will be talking with spring coaches and 


from senior players about their feelings about 
the spring season being cancelled. 

We hope to also publish action photos of 
seniors from previous seasons, though parents 
and coaches are encouraged to send photos of 
seniors they would like to see published in the 
upcoming editions of the paper. 

All submissions can be made to Sports Edi- 
tor Gregory A. Scibelli at sports @turley.com. In 
the subject line, please identify the school and 
sport you are writing in about. Senior athletes 
are also encouraged to write in to talk about the 


season that wasn’t. 


athletic directors, but would also love to hear 


activities shut down, baseball 
and softball is shut down at the 
youth level. Spring sports were 
cancelled last week at the high 
school level, and even recre- 
ational softball leagues have 
been completely shut down. 
There are still some leagues that 
are hopeful. 

Like high school athlet- 
ic directors, many recreation- 
al leagues have begun making 
shortened schedules or modified 
schedules that would accommo- 





_£ acebook.com/turleysports 





date play once fields are opened 
up. 

However, as the surge re- 
mains present in Massachusetts, 
it is hard to forecast when play in 
many leagues will open up. 

The Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League is open to hold- 
ing a modified schedule if need- 
ed, but it 1s also still holding out 
hope to holding its regular sea- 
son as scheduled. The season 
typically starts in the third week 
of June. 

Depending on_ how _ the 
re-opening plan is phased, there 
is still a possibility of that, or a 
better possibility of the season 
going deeper into the summer. 

One league that teenagers 
were hopeful would not be can- 
celled is American Legion base- 
ball. However, that may be the 
case after the chairman of Dis- 
trict 3 recommended the season 
be cancelled. Most area teams, 
such as Agawam, Belchertown, 
Wilbraham, Aldenville, and 
Monson play in District 3. There 
are also several Junior Legion 
teams in the area, with Holyoke 
set to rejoin the ranks. 


Please see SUMMER, page 12 


Claremont 


Speedway event 


cancelled 


REGION — Tri Track Open Mod- 
ified Series 
Saturday, in collaboration with Clare- 
mont Speedway, that the event origi- 
nally scheduled for May 24 will not 
happen as scheduled. New Hampshire 
Governor Chris Sununu released new 
guidance for the state on Friday that 
will not allow gatherings to occur for 
the race event. The Tri Track Open 
Modified Series continues to keep 
the safety of our race teams, drivers, 
staff and fans in mind with decisions. 
We will provide additional guidance 
around the 2020 schedule once it is 
available. Our intention is to hit the 
track for action this season.” 


officials announced on 


Page 11 


SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


www.sports.turley.com 


NECBL 
cancels 2020 
season 


The Valley Blue Sox 
play their home games 
in Holyoke 


NORTH ADAMS — The New 
England Collegiate Baseball 
League (NECBL) has announced 
that its board of directors, com- 
prised of executives from its 13 
member teams and officers, have 
voted to cancel the 2020 summer 
collegiate baseball season. 

This decision was _ reached 
after a careful and thoughtful re- 
view of the guidance from federal, 
state and local officials, the lead- 
ership of our host communities, 
and recommendations from the 
CDC and medical community. The 
conclusion was that canceling the 
2020 season was necessary for 
the health, safety and well-being 
of our players, coaches, umpires, 
volunteers, fans and host families. 

We understand that this deci- 
sion will result in hardship and 
disappointment to our student-ath- 
letes who have already lost their 
college spring baseball season. For 
this reason, it breaks our hearts 
and runs counter to our competi- 
tive instincts and spirit. However, 
our first priority and obligation 
must always be the health and 
well-being of our players and our 
community. We promise to use this 
time out, and all of our resources, 
to make our 2021 season some- 
thing truly special for our players, 
coaches and fans. 

We are part of the communities 
that host our member teams. We 
encourage our teams, as organi- 
zations, individually and working 
with their volunteers, to support 
community first responders and 
their local business sponsors, 
many of whom are restaurants 
that are going through difficult fi- 
nancial times. To show our appre- 
ciation to our host communities 
and supporters, we will dedicate 
Opening Day 2021 in each of our 
venues to thank, honor and support 
community organizations and first 
responders who serve on the front 
lines of combating COVID-19. 

The New England Collegiate 
Baseball League is a wooden bat 
college summer league that fields 
teams in all six New England 
states. Partially funded by Ma- 
jor League Baseball, the NECBL 
started play in 1994 and enjoyed 
its 25th-year anniversary season 
last summer. The New England 
League has sent over 150 alumni 
to the Major Leagues and has had 
nearly 100 alumni drafted in each 
of the last 10 Major League Base- 
ball Drafts. 

The Valley Blue Sox are the 
main local team to Western Massa- 
chusetts in the NECBL. The Blue 
Sox have won two league champi- 
onship in 2017 and 2018, and were 
in the semifinal round in 2019. 
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This week in recreation 


By Ron Dobosz, Parks Foreman 
Wilbraham Parks and Recreation 
Department 





I hope everyone is hold- 
ing up well during these bi- 
zarre times we are facing. It 
is certainly depressing not 
seeing young athletes using 
our fields and no kids at the 
playground. 

The Wilbraham Parks 
and Recreation Department 


ment of Public Works), the equipment 
was set in concrete, the entire area 
filled with playground certified mulch, 
and we put a new fence around 
the playground. Thank you to 
the Community Preservation 
Committee and Town Meeting 
voters for funding this great 
project. 

Despite this COVID-19 
crisis, we are continuing to 
maintain our park assets at 
the highest level. We still need 





is keeping busy despite no 
organized sports. We have 
taken advantage of unused 
fields to do many cultural practices, 
such as verti-cutting (dethatching), 
core aerating and over seeding. These 
practices make for a stronger stand of 
turfgrass, which will make the playing 
surfaces even better when the kids are 
able to use them. 

We have lowered lips on all our 
baseball infields, which helps with 
drainage of infield skins and makes a 
safer playing field. We have also edged 
all our infields and added several tons 
of infield mix where needed. We con- 
tinue to groom and maintain the infield 
skins even though they are not being 
used to keep weeds from growing and 
to keep the surfaces as firm and level 
as possible. We have also renovated our 
pitcher mounds and batting circles, in- 
cluding edging, leveling and new clay 
and infield mix. 

We are very proud of the new 
playground installed at the Memori- 
al baseball complex. The playground 
equipment was moved from Memorial 
School. The new area was excavated 
12-inches deep (thanks to the Depart- 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Expression of 
sorrow or pity 

5. Not bad 

11. NYC Mayor 

14. Essays 

15. Walk lightly 

18. Those who utilize 


processing 
36. Passports are some 
39. Snakelike fish 


42. Popular computers 
44. Ecological stage 
46. Wings 
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41. Military flyers (abbr.) 


47. Used in combination 10. Short cries for help 


to maintain our playing fields 
so we don’t take any steps 
backwards and hope they can 
be used in the very near future. If you 
have a child signed up for a spring 
sport and it is canceled due to this pan- 
demic, please consider donating your 
sports fees to the Parks and Recreation 
Department. Many folks do not know 
that it is actually the user fees that pay 
for most of the field maintenance and 
improvements, not our operating bud- 
get. Thank you in advance to those who 
have already donated their sports fees 
and to those who are considering it. 
Stay healthy and I hope to see Spec 
and Memorial jammed with kids soon! 


Department notes: We are taking 
registrations for our next round of Es- 
port programs. We will once again be 
offering MLB 2020 and Rocket League 
. We are also introducing Madden NFL 
2020 to our Esport offerings. All of 
our summer program, summer camps 
and Spec Pond Beach are listed at Wil- 
brahamRec.com for all to view. Regis- 
tration dates for summer activities are 
currently May 19. 
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34. Brew 

36. Religious leader 

37. Indigo bush 

38. Burn with a hot 
liquid 

AO. Jr.’s father 

43. Ray-finned fish 
genus 


4. A type of gin 

5. Torments 

6. One point south of 
due east 

7. Actor Pacino 

8. Feline 

9. Chinese dynasty 
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T-Birds Foundation announces 
fundraising drive 


SPRINGFIELD — Today, the Spring- 
field Thunderbirds Foundation announced 
the start of its “From the Heart” cam- 
paign, which will feed essential workers 
at non-profits, medical facilities, and pub- 
lic safety organizations over the coming 
ten weeks. The campaign kicked off today 
with monetary donations of $500 to both 
the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts 
and Holyoke Medical Center. Holyoke 
Medical Center will use the funds to pur- 
chase food for its medical staff. 

“We are excited to announce our “From 
the Heart’ campaign and we are honored 
to support our first two recipients. Food 
insecurity during this time is a serious 1s- 
sue and the Food Bank of Western Massa- 
chusetts is leading the charge to combat 
this across the region. Holyoke Medical 
Center has also stepped up in a big way 
for the residents of Holyoke and has gone 
the extra mile in treating our Vets in the 
Holyoke Soldier’s Home. We are truly 
grateful for all these two organizations 
are doing for our community,’ said Na- 
than Costa, President of the Springfield 
Thunderbirds. 

The announcement of the “From the 
Heart” campaign comes on the heels of 
successful food deliveries to Mercy and 
Baystate Medical Centers in mid-April. 
Stephen Cincotta, a member of the Thun- 
derbird’s local ownership group, saw 
the impact these donations had on front- 
line medical staff and reached out to the 
T-Birds Foundation with a generous dona- 
tion to extend the program to other orga- 
nizations in western Massachusetts. 

“When I saw the reaction of the doc- 
tors, nurses, and other hospital staff to 
the food deliveries and their pictures with 
Boomer, I knew we could be doing more 
to spread a little joy and good will to 


SUMMER from page 11 


The American Legion had cancelled 
its regional and national tournaments, but 
there was hope its regular season would 
take place in areas that were deemed safe 
from major coronavirus outbreaks. The 
national tournament was set to take place 


PARADE from page 1 


Committee have decided not to hold a 
Hampden Memorial Day Parade,’ the let- 
ter states. “The safety and health in our 
community we feel would be at risk. 

“The state and national protocols 
for groups gathering during COVID-19 
would likely make the logistics for hold- 
ing this event difficult,’ Talbot’s letter 
continues. “We are sure residents will un- 
derstand and join us next year for the 2021 
annual Hampden Memorial Day Parade.” 

Memorial Day, which is considered 
by many to be the nation’s most solemn 
holiday, is Monday, May 25 this year. The 
holiday has its roots in the aftermath of 
the American Civil War, originally known 
as Decoration Day, when Union veterans 
adorned the graves of fallen soldiers with 
flowers. Similar observances were held 
for Confederate soldiers. After World War 
I, the holiday was expanded to honor all 
of the nation’s war dead, becoming a na- 
tional holiday in 1971. 

In Hampden, the parade is an annual 
collaboration between the Post and the 
town’s Board of Selectmen. The proces- 


others on the front lines of this pandem- 
ic. 1 am proud to support the work of the 
T-Bird’s Foundation and grateful to the 
men and women who are working every 
day to keep us same from harm,” said 
Cincotta, President and CEO of Clinical 
Research Management Group (CRMG). 

With the campaign’s launch, the 
T-Bird’s Foundation will deliver food 
to a new organization each week for the 
next ten weeks to thank front-line work- 
ers making an impact in the community. 
The Foundation broadened the reach of 
its program to recognize the many di- 
verse fields that are contributing the fight 
against COVID-19. 

“During this time of great need in 
our region, we are extremely grateful to 
the support we have received across the 
community to help our neighbors at risk 
of hunger,’ said Jillian Morgan, Corporate 
Relations Officer for the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts. “The Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts remains com- 
mitted to feeding all of our neighbors in 
need and is taking proactive steps to pro- 
tect those who rely on our services. Your 
support keeps meals on the table during 
these challenging times.” 

Meals will be sourced from many of 
the T-Birds corporate partners, includ- 
ing the 99 Restaurant & Pub, Buffalo 
Wild Wings, Theodore’s Booze, Blues & 
BBQ, Krazy Jake’s, Frigo’s Foods, Texas 
Roadhouse, Burger King, Kentucky Fried 
Chicken, Dunkin’ Donuts and Nathan 
Bill’s Bar & Restaurant. 

Individuals interested in supporting 
the campaign can contribute to the Thun- 
derbirds’ Foundation directly: https:// 
www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/chari- 
ty/3391100. 


late in the summer in North Carolina. 

The stay-at-home advisory along with 
the non-essential business closure remains 
in effect through May 18. It is not known 
if the order will be lifted, but a re-open- 
ing plan is supposed to be submitted by a 
committee on that date. 


the Town House. Selectmen and other 
dignitaries offer remarks and end with a 
gun salute, as well as Girl Scouts drop- 
ping flowers into the Scantic River. 

Talbot said the Post will continue to 
honor and memorialize the town’s vet- 
erans during the holiday, utilizing a pri- 
vate uniformed rifle salute with the Post’s 
Honor Guard and the sounding of taps. 

“We wish to honor all veterans who 
have passed and this year, a remembrance 
close to our hearts, the veterans of the 
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home who have passed 
we will offer our prayers and condolences 
to the families at this time for these local 
heroes.” 

Each year, the Post’s Veterans Graves 
Officer visits Prospect Hill and Old cem- 
eteries to place flags at the headstones 
of deceased veterans. Talbot asks if any 
family notices a flag is missing to contact 
him for a replacement. He also reminds 
residents that such flags should not be 
removed, even by the living relatives, 
enabling the Post to easily locate and re- 
place those that may not be serviceable 
throughout the year. 

For more information or to request a 


49, Laid back 12. Straits can 

52. Princess’s headgear sometimes be this 
56. Musical composition 13. Further 

58. Famed Falls 16. Variety shows 
60. Reiterations 17. Supernatural 

62. Eras 20. A university in 
63. Track event Connecticut 

22. Atomic #27 

25. OF | 

26. We all have one 
2/. Religious guilds 
29. This can sting 
31. Sunscreen rating 


19. Actress Judd 

21. One-time 
community of 
nations 

23. Norwegian river 

24. Unconscious states 

28. Make muddy 

29. Unit of volume 

30. Consciousnesses 

32. Envision 

33. When you aim to 
get there 

35. Electronic data 


45. Morning 

48. Straight line passing 
from side to side 
(abbr.) 

50. S-shaped line 

51. Small bunch of hay 

53. Ripened 

54. Crater on Mars 

55. Humanities 

57. Of the ears 

58. To the __ degree 

59. Wood 

61. Cools your home 


sion starts at St. Mary’s Church at the cor- 
ner of Somers Road and Main Street, and 
marches north to the World War I monu- 
ment that stands in the green across from 


new or replacement flag for a loved one, 
call the Post at 566-8797 or Talbot at 413- 
668-6004. 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature Coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives. 

For more information on business coverage for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 
turley.com. 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Defensive nuclear 
weapon (abbr.) 

2. Instead 

3. Gifts for the poor 
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WNE to honor retiring 
law professor 


SPRINGFIELD — After 40 years, Professor of Law 
Bruce Miller is retiring from the Western New England 
University School of Law at the close of the academic 
year. 

For more than 50 years, Miller has dedicated his life 
to social justice — promoting legal work across the coun- 
try. As he prepares to retire, the School of Law is launch- 
ing the Professor Bruce Miller Social Justice Fellowship 
in his honor. As a part of the School of Law’s Center for 
Social Justice, the Fellowship will be awarded annually 
to a juris doctor student who is committed to doing social 
justice-promoting legal work over a summer prior to the 
student’s graduation. The award is intended to provide fi- 
nancial aid to a student doing work that aligns the School 
of Law’s commitment to social justice. 

“Bruce’s life-long commitment to public interest 
work has inspired social justice-minded students for 
decades,” said Lauren Carasik, Western New England 
University Center for Social Justice’s inaugural director. 
“The Miller Social Justice Fellowship honors Bruce’s ad- 
mirable legacy by providing funding for students to en- 
gage in public interest work during the summer months 
that advances the Center’s social justice mission.” 

To honor Miller and his dedication to students and 
the rule of law, the School of Law community planned to 
honor Bruce Miller’s legacy at an April 3 celebration to 
be sponsored by the generosity of the law firm of Sasson, 
Turnbull, Ryan and Hoose; the Community Foundation 
of Western Massachussetts; and the WNE University 
School of Law Alumni Association. Due to the Massa- 
chusetts COVID-19 shutdown, the event has been post- 
poned until the fall. A new date has been set for Friday, 
Nov. 13, at The Log Cabin in Holyoke. 

For more information or to register for the event, visit 
wne.edu. Those looking to make a gift toward the Miller 
Fellowship may do so at wne.edu/thefund. 


Our advertisers make 
this publication 
possible. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Wilbraham 
Hampden Times 
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CPE Forum goes 
online for 40th 
anniversary 


WESTFIELD — The Continuing Professional 
Education Forum announced that its seven-week 
spring series will be held online for the first time, 
as it celebrates its 40th anniversary. This semester 
includes a four-hour Professional Ethics program 
that meets the mandatory licensing requirements for 
certified public accountants. 

The programs are scheduled for the following 
Tuesdays: 

May 12 — “SECURE Act Solutions,’ Kevin 
Quinn, J.D., Legacy Counsellors 

May 19 — “Managing Business within a Con- 
stantly Evolving New Reality,’ Ravi Kulkarni and 
Lynn Whitney, Clear Vision Alliance 

May 26 — “Fixed Income Markets, Portfolios of 
the Future and Tax Harvesting,” Michael Callahan, 
Edu4Retirement 

June 2 — “Employee Benefits in 2020,’ Peter 
Miller, MillBrook Benefits 

June 9 — “Wealth Transfers During Time of Cri- 
sis,” Kevin Quinn, J.D., Legacy Counsellors 

June 16 — “Elder Law and Asset Protection Plan- 
ning,” attorney Holly Lewis 

June 23 — “Professional Ethics,” Josephine Sar- 
nelli, CPA, Consultant and Forensic Accountant 

The CPE Forum was established in 1980 by Jo- 
sephine Sarnelli, CPA. She continues to volunteer 
her services in organizing 40 hours of educational 
programming each year. The Forum’s mission is to 
provide high quality educational programs at a low 
cost to business professionals, including certified 
public accountants and others seeking continuing 
professional educational credits for licensing pur- 
poses. 

Cost is $100, which provides 23 hours of con- 
tinuing professional education credits. The first 
week and last week of programs are four hours in 
duration, starting at 2 p.m. The other programs are 
three hours and start at 3 p.m. 

Sessions are offered online and can be accessed 
using a laptop or desktop computer, tablet or smart- 
phone. No camera or microphone are required for 
participants. 

Advance registration is required. Payment to the 
CPE Forum should be mailed to 14 Mill St., West- 
field, MA 01085. For more information, visit www. 
cpeForum.org or call 413-746-9067. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 








Online courses are available at Springfield Technical 
Community College. Those utilizing services through the 
MassHire system may qualify for funding through the 
Department of Unemployment Assistance. TIMES PHOTO 
SUBMITTED 


Courses available for 
clients of MassHire system 


SPRINGFIELD -— Springfield Technical Community 
College offers hundreds of online courses that may be 
available free for individuals who use services provided 
by the statewide MassHire Workforce System. 

The courses can be completed from home to help 
workers and job-seekers enhance their skills and become 
more competitive candidates in the job market. Online 
training may be an ideal option for those out of work and 
seeking employment during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The courses are available 24 hours a day. 

David Buonora, assistant vice president of work- 
force development at STCC, said the online programs 
are meeting a demand for remote training while the na- 
tion practices social distancing. STCC, like other high- 
er learning institutions, has temporarily suspended all 
on-campus, face-to-face instruction in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and in alignment with state and 
federal guidelines. 

“Whether you’ve recently lost your job, you’re a high 
school student about to graduate, a career changer or 
looking for personal or professional development, we en- 
courage you to visit our website and look at the hundreds 
of online courses available,’ Buonora said. 

Many Workforce Development Center programs may 
qualify for funding under the Department of Unemploy- 
ment Assistance. Anyone who is out of work should con- 
tact the MassHire Career Centers in their area for guid- 
ance and information. 

STCC has established partnerships with several na- 
tionally recognized providers of non-credit courses, in- 
cluding Ed2Go and MindEdge, which are providers of 
web-based education. Students who successfully com- 
plete these courses receive a transcript from the college 
verifying the number of instructional hours awarded. 

To learn more and view available courses, visit stcc. 
edu/wdc/online-education. 


TOURISM from page 1 


Massachusetts families,’ Lesser 
said. “We must all work togeth- 
er to keep families safe, stop the 
spread of this virus, and ensure 
our economy recovers.” 

According to Wydra, tourism 
and hospitality has been “hard 
hit” by state and local orders 
closing non-essential business, 
limiting gatherings to 10 or few- 
er people and keeping six feet of 
seapration between others. She 
said since Massachusetts Gov. 
Charlie Baker issued his stay-at- 
home advisory in March, there 
have been 118 pieces of lost 
business in Western Massachu- 
setts, which represent business 
and trade conventions at plac- 
es like the MassMutual Center 
in Springfield and the East- 
ern States Exposition in West 
Springfield. That equates to 
roughly $49 million in lost reve- 
nue to the local economy coming 
from sources including food and 
retail vendors and booked hotel 
rooms. 

“Hopefully the numbers 
won’t keep climbing,’ Wydra 
said. 


Trickle Effect 
But more than just individu- 
al businesses struggling, Wydra 
said the shutdown also hampers 


state and municipal revenues 
through sales, meal and occu- 
pancy taxes. 

Doleva, of Wilbraham, said 
he and the staff at the Hall of 
Fame were looking forward to 
re-opening the Hall in mid-June, 
which had been closed starting 
Feb. 5 to complete a multi-mil- 
lion dollar renovation project. 
They were also looking forward 
to hosting some of the world’s 
greatest basketball personali- 
ties for the annual enshrinement 
ceremony, which was set to cel- 
ebrate the late Kobe Bryant, who 
was killed with his daughter and 
seven others 1n a helicopter crash 
in January, and who was induct- 
ed into the Hall in his first year 
of eligibility. 

“We get 60 percent of our 
visitation from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day,’ Doleva said, noting 
the shutdown will have a “signif- 
icant effect” on the Hall. “People 
have a thirst for sports and do- 
ing things that aren’t necessarily 
crowds.” 

He said with the Hall of 
Fame, trade shows and other 
leisure activities closed or can- 
celed for the immediate future, 
the impact has and will trickle 
into other businesses. Without 
assistance, he estimates as much 
as 40 percent of local restaurants 
may not recover from the shut- 


down. 

“This was a thriving sector,’ 
Lesser said, noting the impact 
was sudden and immediate. 
“This was speeding along the 
highay and slamming on the 
brakes.” 


‘Pent-Up Demand’ 

Wydra said that some are 
projecting the economic hit to 
the travel and tourism sector 
could be as high as nine to 11 
times worse than that experi- 
enced in the aftermath of 9/11. 
In Western Mass., she said the 
busiest months are May, August 
and September. At least for now, 
scheduled events have already 
been canceled into August. 

“We are anticipating pent-up 
demand,” Wydra said, express- 
ing her hope that once business- 
es are allowed to re-open, spend- 
ing will resume. 

GSCVB, Wydra said, is ap- 
proaching the recovery in three 
phases: Inspire, Inquire and Ex- 
plore. They are currently in the 
Inspire phase, where the organi- 
zation is trying to get people to 
think about Western Mass and 
the varied attractions in Down- 
town Springfield as well the 
outdoor recreation opportunities 
up and down the Pioneer Valley. 
With May 3-9 being National 
Tourism Week, she said the or- 


ganization has created postcards 
promoting the region and are 
in the process of developing a 
video. The marketing and pro- 
motional materials will promote 
Western Mass. in the New York 
and Boston markets, which com- 
pete with the Pioneer Valley for 
tourism dollars. 

With the Inquire phase, she 
said they anticipate folks will 
begin to travel and spend their 
dollars close to home, and ulti- 
mately, get out and explore the 
region once more. 

Doleva said one way folks 
can help the local economy is 
through booking events in the 
region, looking at the fall and 
next summer when life is likely 
to normalize. Wydra said indi- 
viduals can try to help business- 
es at the cash register, utilizing 
the limited services available, as 
“everyone has bills to pay.” 


Opportunity 

Lesser told Turley Publica- 
tions that the closures are de- 
signed to help prevent the spread 
of the new coronavirus, but all 
government officials must work 
to ensure necessary aid reaches 
the people most in need. 

“We need to avoid temporary 
closures from becoming per- 
manent,” he said. “I know how 
urgent this is and we are doing 


everything we possibly can.” 

Lesser said his focus has 
been on helping communities 
and businesses get the resourc- 
es they need to get through. A 
challenge, he noted, is that there 
are parallel crises — health and 
economic — and there is a need 
to address both at the state level. 
While there is a “deep and very 
severe recession,’ he said he 
and his colleagues are working 
together to ensure communities 
and businesses receive the re- 
sources they need to rebuild on 
both fronts. 

“We’re going to work togeth- 
er and we’re going to overcome,” 
Lesser said. “This is a moment 
of great test and consequence to 
our whole world.” 

During the live stream ses- 
sion, Doleva said the shutdown 
poses an opportunity for the re- 
gion and state to respond togeth- 
er and rebuild. 

“T think this is an opportuni- 
ty to show your colleagues and 
demonstrate to all the citizens 
of the State how important hos- 
pitality and tourism is because it 
has a lot of jobs, it drives a lot of 
tax revenue, “ he said. “This is a 
real time as we come out of this 
that we can elevate the respect 
of the hospitality and tourism 
industry.” 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


POWERED GOLF CADDY Battery 
and charger used twice. Call Don 413- 
536-1860 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @ turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run communhity- 
papersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 


Address: 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wart- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, 
ing, cast iron cookware. 
(413)433-2195. 


fishing gear. Old advertis- 
Call Ken 


A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





*kKEKEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
Clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and re- 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li- 
censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Credit Card: 
Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


(1 MasterCard 


VISA 1 Discover 


Exp. Date 


Zip 


X per week rate = $ 


J Cash 


] Check# __ 
CVV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 








Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





KENT 
WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 

DEMERS & SONS 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 
*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


TS = 


=i! 


GES 
Ses 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 














Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


H 
BELCHER 
GRANBY 
Jaf BROOKFIELD 





ao 
B= 
2a 
m 
o 
a 
za 
Fo} 
S 
a 
EAST @ 
BROOKFIELD i 









BRIMFIELD 


- (a 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___ 10.00 


Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


a 


55,00 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. | 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improvement 
needs. ROOFING, SIDING, WIN- 
DOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUTTERS. 
Extensive references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. Call 
GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569-3733 


GUTTER CLEANING, EXTERI- 
OR/ INTERIOR painting, renova- 
tions, lawn care, powerwashing. Free 
estimates. Klye 413-209-7163 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


2 OLD GUYS & A DUMP TRUCK 
Spring clean-up, mulch, stone, seed, 
& sod installation, trimming, prun- 
ing, planting, & mowing. Free Esti- 
mates. Contact us via cell or email at 
(413)250-7893  2oldguys2020@ 
gmail.com 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CAVANAUGH LANDSCAPING 
Contact us for Weekly and bi-weekly 
mowing, Spring and fall Clean up ser- 
vices, Shrub and hedge removal, Ex- 
cavating services, yard maintenance 
and Snow plowing or removal. Fully 
Insured. Brandon 413-539-8110 
follow us on Facebook @Cavanaugh- 
Landscaping 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Landscape maintenance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


FALCON LANADSCAPING Mow- 
ing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, trimming, 
mulch and more. Call Craig 413-575- 
8178. 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
Www.newspapers.turley.com 
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LAWN & GARDEN 


A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Be safe, 
grow your own gardens, flower beds 
and more. Call now for appointment. 
Home grown always tastes best . 413- 
626-1927. 


MASONRY 


B&D MASONRY RESTORATION 
Chimney rebuilds, caps, pointing, block 
foundations, ceramic floors/ walls, out- 
door kitchens/ living areas, cultured/ 
natural stone, stampcrete pads/ side- 
walks. 413-237-3690 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, Sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER auality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, May 
20, 2020 at 6:15 PM on the 
application of Gary M. Kakley 
for a Special Permit as 
required under Section 4.4.8 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CASH FOR 
i 


AND REPAIRABLE 





$SSSSSS$SSSSS 
Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





of the Wilbraham Zoning 
By-Law to allow the construc- 
tion of an additional detached 
residential accessory building 
consisting of a proposed 12 
foot by 20 foot garage/shed on 
the Kakley property located at 
42 Glenn Drive as shown on 
information on file in the 
Planning Office and posted for 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 

CLASS A DRIVER NEEDED!!! 
Immediate work available. Excellent 
pay, 50% company paid insurance. 
Based in Holyoke area. Regional work. 
Home every weekend. Guaranteed 


minimum earnings. Call for information 
or to apply. 989-916-7526 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


Find your 
dream 
home or 
list your 
property 
here! 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


es Eo 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








Turley® 


Publications, Inc. 


www.newspapers.turley.com 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 
BARRE GAZETTE 
COUNTRY JOURNAL 
CHICOPEE REGISTER 
THE JOURNAL REGISTER 
THE LUDLOW REGISTER 
QUABOAG CURRENT 
THE SENTINEL 
THE SUN 
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES 
TOWN REMINDER 
WARE RIVER NEWS 


end) turleynews 


Ei TurleyPublications 





TAX FILING DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JULY 15 


2020 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are still continuing to process tax returns 
through drop off and electronic processes. 


Our office hours are Monday thru Thursday 9am to 4pm 
Please call or email to make arrangements 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 









AUTHORIZES 


Call For An. |[RS 
Appointment 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham website at 
https://www.wilbraham-ma. 
gov/123/Planning-Board. 
Important Notice: Due to 
the ongoing Covid-19 public 
health emergency the Town 
Office Building remains 
closed to the public and this 


public hearing will be con- 
ducted exclusively via remote 
participation in compliance 
with Governor Baker’s March 
12, 2020 Emergency 
Executive Order Suspending 
Certain Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law (M.G.L. c. 30A, 
s. 20), and the March 15, 2020 
Emergency Executive Order 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


imposing limitations on the 
number of people that may 
gather in one place. While 
in-person attendance is not 
possible, the public may 
remotely join and participate 
in the public hearing while in 
progress using GoToMeeting 
video conferencing technology 
by following the instructions 


on the meeting agenda that 
will be posted on the town 
website on or about May 15, 
2020. 
Jeffrey Smith 
Chairman 
4/30, 5/07/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Email all 


notices to 


notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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@ HEALTH & WELLNES 
Helping young people cope with loss 


SPRINGFIELD -— Rites 
of passage are part of the 
human experience. Gradu- 
ations, new jobs, weddings, 
anniversaries, and other 
significant milestones are 
acknowledged and _ cele- 
brated by families, friends, 
peers and larger communi- 
ties. 

High school  gradua- 
tion — the culmination of 
the long goodbye that is 
senior year — 1s a mile- 
stone marked this time of 
year. After proms, senior 
day games, spring musicals and final 
exams, students traditionally come 
together as a group, one last time. 
They listen to speeches and share 
memories, then walk up on a stage, 
shake hands and receive a diploma. 

“Such events exist with reason 
and purpose,” said Sara Kendall, 
MSW, LICSW, vice president of 
clinical operations for MHA, Inc. 
“But this year, traditional milestone 
celebrations will go missing under 
the cloud of COVID-19. What was 
envisioned as a pinnacle of their 
young lives abruptly switched, with 
no final send-off to be relished and 
shared. Young people are especial- 
ly resilient, and are able to adapt to 
new, creative ways of recognizing 
these significant life events.” 

Kendall emphasizes that high 
school students aren’t the only ones 
missing out. “This year there are 
other milestones we won’t be cele- 
brating in the traditional sense,” she 
said. “Little ones are transitioning 
from Kindergarten to first grade. 





With restrictions placed on social 
gatherings, students of all ages are 
missing out on milestone moments, 
including traditional graduation 
ceremonies. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Teens are finishing middle school 
and preparing for high school. What 
will their summer vacation look 
like? Young adults are finishing col- 
lege or graduate school. Some made 
plans for a first job or enlisted for 
public service. Families have post- 
poned vacations and weddings, and 
even had to attend funerals virtually. 
What adds to the difficulty is the un- 
known nature of how long life will 
be altered this way and how life in 
the post COVID-19 world, will play 
out.” 

Young people in particular are 
seeing their rites of passage canceled. 
Being isolated from their friends, 
they may feel emotionally drained. 
Parent, teachers, coaches or other 
influential adults may themselves be 
struggling with how to respond to the 
heartbreak so many young people 
in their lives may be feeling. These 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


adults may be wondering 
how young people are cop- 
ing in the face of so many 
unknowns. 

When milestones go 
missing, Kendall explains, 
people feel a sense that they 
will never get these oppor- 
tunities back or have the 
chance to experience them 
in anything like the way 
they envisioned. 

The expectation of what 
the next chapter of life is 
supposed to be has been 

altered. Young people were 
already working toward the start of 
a new unknown like college or work. 
Now they need to prepare for that in 
a world where things look vastly dif- 
ferent and change by the day. 

“You may be wondering if you’re 
asking the right questions,’ Kendall 
said. “Making the time to ask about 
how a young person feels matters 
more than the specific questions you 
may ask. Often the best approach 
to encourage someone to talk about 
how they feel is to be simple and di- 
rect. Say something like this: “With 
everything that’s been going on in 
the world, ve been thinking about 
you and I’m wondering, how are 
you?’ And then just listen. You may 
have to wait for the words to start, so 
be patient.” 

MHA’s _ BestLife Emotional 
Health and Wellness Center offers 
TeleWell service delivery, enabling 
folks to connect with a licensed 
clinician via smart phone, tablet 
or computer. To learn more, call 
844-MHA-WELL. 


May 7, 2020 


Governor orders use 
of facial coverings 


BOSTON — The Baker-Polito administration issued 
an order May | requiring the use of masks or facial cov- 


erings in public places 
where they cannot social- 
ly distance from others. 

All residents over the 
age of 2-years-old will be 
required to use a facial 
covering or mask in pub- 
lic places where maintain- 
ing proper social distanc- 
ing measures to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 
are not possible. This or- 
der went into effect May 6 
and supersedes previously 
issued guidance relative 
to mask use. 

The order applies to all 
workers and customers of 
businesses and other orga- 
nizations that are currently 
open to the public and per- 
mitted to operate as essential 
businesses, such as grocery 
stores, pharmacies and oth- 
er retail stores. Residents 
are also required to wear a 
mask or face covering at all 
times when using any means 
of transportation service or 
public mass transit. 





Facial coverings, like 
these homemade masks, 
will be required in public 

places where proper 
social distancing cannot 
be maintained, following 

a recent order by Gov. 
Charlie Baker. The order 
went into effect May 6. 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Facial coverings include anything that covers one’s 


nose and mouth, including 


a mask, scarf or bandana. 


Health care masks should not be used and should be pre- 
served for health care workers and first responders. Cloth 
masks should not be worn by young children under the 
age of 2, persons with difficulty breathing or those who 
are unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to re- 
move the mask without assistance. 


For more information, vi 


sit Mass.gov. 
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NEED A REALTOR? 


Our team is ready to guide you 
through the process during these 


STATUS ADDRESS 


SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS 


DESCRIPTION 


CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES 


LIST PRICE 





ACT 
ACT 
ACT 


times. They understand safety 


protocols. They know how to avoid 


STATUS 
PCG 


ADDRESS 


the transaction pitfalls. They 


have the technology to handle 
all aspects of your purchase 
and/or sale remotely. 
In person or remotely we are 
ready to get you results. 


Call any agent listed here to put 
our resources to work for you. 


WE’RE LOCAL 
WE’RE GLOBAL 


® 

REAL ESTATE 
COMPANIES 

oF THE WORLD 


STATUS 
ACT 
ACT 
ACT 
ACT 
ACT 


ADDRESS 


STATUS ADDRESS 


563 Glendale Rd., Hampden 
70 Kirkland Ave., Ludlow 
6 Highmoor Dr., Wilbraham 


2205 Boston Rd U:C25 Wilbraham 


Lot 54 Knollwood, Ludlow 

Lot 59A Knollwood Rd., Ludlow, 
89 Timberidge Rd., Ludlow, 

O Cedar St., Ludlow 

Lot 4 Silver Monson 


7 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Ranch 
6 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Bungalow 
8 room, 4 bed, 2f Oh bath Cape 


CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS 


DESCRIPTION 
6 room, 2 bed, 2f 1h bath Townhouse 


LAND LISTINGS 


DESCRIPTION 

1.45 Residential acres (63,162 SqFt) 
0.98 Residential acres (42,605 SqFt) 
1.33 Residential acres (57,813 SqFt) 
023 Residential acres (10,0O00SqFt) 
2.83 Residential acres (123,274 SqFt) 


COMMERCIAL LISTINGS 


DESCRIPTION 


$350,000 
$222,500 
$335,500 


LIST PRICE 
$194,900 


LIST PRICE 
$42,000 
$64,900 
$96,900 

$114,900 
$84,900 


LIST PRICE 





ACT 
ACT 
ACT 


204B Main St., Monson 
145 Palmer Rd Monson, 
145 Palmer Rd Monson, 


Commercial Building 
Commercial Building 155 $1,975 x1 Monson 
5856 SqFt Commercial Building 





$850 
$1,960 
$239,470 


Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA 


CAREER IN REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 





HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham, 
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John Moltenbrey 
427-5176 


Tom Avezzie 
218-7991 

















€ 
~ Steve Lortie Kate McGrath 
427-4122 244-6051 





Bonnie | . - 
265-3861 


Nick Ferrara 
386-4523 





Ann Marie Martin 
206-1161 





Sandy Wegrzyn 
519-1056 





| “Ann Paquette 
626-6871 


Luci Giguere 
575-2837 


Kathy Esser 
348-3803 




















Art Ferrara 
348-5827 


COTES Kenny 
222-7285 


896-9269 
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Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home 
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World 


Sales Positions Available - Licensing Course 
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987 


Sue Rheaume 
478-0671 





Alyssa Rhodes 


Dot Lortie 
478-1940 


Susan Raimer | 
374-3348 
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LANDMARK 





REALTORS 
& LORTIEC/ REALTY 


